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2 He has had great leiſure for bringing his 
4 Thoughts to Review and Recollection. But 
titten as ſome things improve, {6 others de- 
4 cay upon Time. Now whether the Doctor 
£ 1s a Sufferer this way or not ; whether his 
[ Hand has not ſhook, and his Aim been 
5 broken by levelling thus long, the Reader 
28 . muſt judge. n a 
1 Before I come to bete the Dififrence 


between us, I muſt acquaint the Reader, 
1 how far we are agreed: And here the Dp 

Gor goes a great length in his Conceſſi- 
ons. He owns the Stage guilty of remark- 
able Abe. That his Miſbebaviour-has 
. 4 7 : De. due — 5 ation in theſe Matters. has been R- 
2 Flor koef yette and earneſtly defi ir d by the moſt ſober 
ON part f the Nation d That many of our Ma- 


ede Fil. made a: great Noiſe in the World e that a 


E dern Poets have Ben very _ to blame, 
q 5 e ü 5 and err'd in Haniel, The i ſeem, ſays 
"50s this Gentleman, r0 have made choice of Cha- 
rden only for their Lewadneſs ; and have 
. 1 on Wh nently cromn i Vice with: the Reward of 


* ee ae He confeſſes, the Comick Poets 
. bave miſmanag 4 % A horrible "Excefs of Li- 
ei and, Melee 25 Aude 12 the e 


= aha him before now. By king He: 
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our Poets às Atheiſts, and nd the 


1 he grants many of the Quotations ci- 1 
ed by ho, are 0 on 22 and 5 "i 
en u. He is ſtive⸗ nothing either Art. 7.5 35. 
theiſtical br 1 75 - nothing an the-ledf 3 
8 2 fall Faw under the Gk 4 
Poer's P n er any prerenbe of Charafer 
begebe. ie honeſtly declares; -no! 1d, p. 2 
Story, no Phra aſe, 10 reſſrion whatſoever 5 
in the Bible, ma be # med, or ſo much as A 
alluded ro, 5 5 Ln 3: And though he P. 1 W | 
is now. 410 ging the T.bert ies of Complly, 


wn reaches the Stage, under all ai #4 wh 
; Att of Conſcience, and fair Meaning. 


pected a Play-Houſe Advocate in the Doctobꝰ 
On the other hand, ſince the Liberkies n 
tinue reform d; ſince mad Alt their at = = $7 5 
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dies. Oy FE in the View, Ge: are AN - n 
Fahy in the. diſtribution of Rewards and 
niſbments f. In ſhort, he makes no dienl. 17 
ty to ſay, the Diſordets of the Stage have 
given me à very fair opportunity of expoſing 


Stage as 4 Po lace bated ty Go, and baimted 3 | 
by the Devi g ef. 2 
in diſcourling upon the Head of Prbfane⸗ 1 


* the compals of his Aſſertion, 2 i is. KEY ; 4 
rce of bis R Reaſoning, affects Fas e 


And Here he goes on, declaiming as . | "8 4 
rain the abuſe of Scripture, with a . 5 
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| wn hopghr he ar rr der leaſt 
ſome new 2 mov d for ſome fi rem 
\ , Tok, and ſuggeſted the ſeizure of 8 
Lab ng: or * Thar he would hav N 15 
an 0 ormation, a Coprt nice, 
Were the Judge might nor de-prepolleſs | 
Ai favour of the Criminal, nor che Bench, 
and the Bar hold Indlligenos- with each o- 
cher. ls pleading; for the Plæy-Honſe, 
o- while it continues in Fece Romuli, and goes on 
=... inthe old. Road, argues, either that he does 
 ' notperceive the conſequence of his Conceſſi- 
ens, (which excuſe can hardly be made for || 
Milan of the Dodor's Underſianding) or elſe, | 
ks; all his Pretences for Reformation, 8 1 
nathing but Amuſement and Grimace. In- 
deſeſeed wiſh there is not more of Art than 5 
good Earneſt, in the Doctors . 75 25 
his expectation, that Marters 5 
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his Interpretation from the Connexion of the 
© words, from other places in the Old and New 


Teſtament, and from the common uſe of it 


een gr if this Senſe, among Pagan Authors ». 


Annot, mn . Dr. Filmer goes on with the Text, and ſeems 


Rom. i. very much diſturb'd at, the rigour of the Pre- 


cept. I never knew before, ſays he, that a 


C riſtian "could not Break a feſt, without 
br. Fil- breaking a Commandment * 


mer, a TS relieve, him a little, he may p lee to 


take notice, that jeſting is joys by the 


Apoſtle with fooliſh % talking.” Now that 
Magghoyic, or o fot, "talking, fignifies rank, 
luſcious, ſcandalous Converſation; 
| the. ptr Hammond makes out to a 
RN Lid, ue full Evidence. And thus the jeſfing con- 


demmd by the Apoſtle," imports ſmutty Diſ- 


ö . courſe made uſe of fof Laughing and Di- 


verſion. And that the Heathens look d 


upon theſe as unwarrantable Latitudes, 1 
have prow d from the . of 22750 | 


ien dec. pides, Ariſtotle, and Eivy 4, 
. Tos 5, 2 The Doctor perceiving the Stage lie ter- 


us, This is frretchi our Apoſtle 5 5 14h 
f 2 ef to 4 bigher pitch . ever be intended 


k Plays, 
| Hare * Ho does ali appear? Becauſe, as he ar- 


gues, when, St. Paul recapitulates theſe 
Crimes i in the fifth Verſe, he repeats For- 
nication, and Uncleamiefs, „ &6. but not a 
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the Doctor infer an allowance from this 


Omiſſion? Becauſe the Apoſtle does not go 
the whole length in his Repetition, there: 
fore he has given a toleration for Smut and 


Indecency ! Is not one plain Prohibition 


ſtrong enough to bind the Conſcience > 
Are we not to take notice of the Divine 


Laws, unleſs they are repeated upon us? 
However, if this ungodly Liberty would 
paſs, the Doctor is in no condition to claim 


the Benefit. For the Precept in queſtion, 


is frequently inculcated by the ſame Apo- 


ſtle. The places are theſe. Evil Commu- 1 Cor. w. © 
nication corrupts good Manners. Let no cor- I xheſ. i. 
t Communication proceed out of your "I; 
wie. | a * b ; Col 111. 
outh. | But nom you' put off all filthy Com g. a 
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munication. I am ſary I have an Adver- 
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ſary that makes this Quotation neceſſary. 


The Confidence f ſome Men ! For here 1 


can't forbear uſing the Doctor's civil Ex- 
clamation. . But I muſt take notice of his 
other Evaſion. He gives me to underſtand, 
that unleſs I'can make out, b a e. 


bids all obſcene filthy Talking and Feſting, 
It) * does  Form- + 
cation, and actual Uncleanneſs, he can't ſee + 
the Text above cited can do half the imtend- 
ed Execution *, Not forbidden under the, 


ander the ſame Penalty that 
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demned as unlawful Liberties. They are 
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TR forbidden IT Heathen Imp ities 2 1 50 4 
1 
2 oe 1 1 of Cui it 
ha and the N of Saints. The ven- 
ring therefore Won cha Pradice. muſt 
| 0 neceſſity incur oy Parige DUO 
forfeit gur future Happineſs ; "ike 
the 900 Tal what muſt fo follow. What 
though foul Talking. is not ſo bad as For- 
| Fl ls > AMan may. be loft oat go- 
ing to the higheſt es Guilt.  Steal- 
ing is not ſo bad as Murther ; and yet 


Wives, without Repenfance, ſball not in- 
1 Cor. vi. Heri the Kingdom of God. 110 


ö : . * N 2 The Dockor, rather Tha datt with the 


Stage Entertainment, is {o hardy as to a 
* firm, that Filbine * and foaleſþ Talking, 
are cenſur'd no farther i in. the Text, than 


s inconyentent e Ant then only Criminal, 


when either us d in Exceſs, by u Er- 


| u Defence couragement to other, Ne. 1 He ounds 


2. this ſoftning Senſe, this. extraordinary 
Comment, Rp the. words of The THxe 


Epheſ 4 Ta N -QVIAOVTG „ which are. 5 convenient. 


Does St. Faul then cenſure thoſe things on- 


IV as inganuenient, Which juſt before he 
3 beg againſt as not ſo Yu as to be 
T3 nam d amongſt Chriſtians? Which he had 
. 5 earneſtly n in the ocker Places 
F already citedꝰ To. go-to the Propriety, and 
„ e, ee of the Fhraſc: 2 76 I%. 
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* Paul having g given a ſhort Recital of W 


|} nity is then only TIE 


. « & 5 * ' I. "1 
dvizevrs.; means tlioſe Actions which! are 
foreign , and out of Character, contradi- 
rig to zency and Duty. And befides, -_ 
where the Caſe is ſa very plain, and the 
Blemiſh ſo eaſily Fee I the Scripture 

does not always uſe the ſtron eſt Expref- 
fon in the rohibition.. Dr, Filmer 
que: ions this Remark, he may find it made 
good by the Learned Hammond in ſe- 
veral Raanest w. Jo theſe I ſhall add” Annor. 


one which comes up fully to. the Þreſent Mat ine 8 


the hideous Immorality of the Heathens *,* Rom. i. 
ſubjoyns, that God gave them over to of. 24, 
raprobate Mind, to do thoſe things which | 
are not convenient, T# 75 eure; which 
Ga aer Þ uivalent fa dmagra, Imme- 
after f Joke Words, the S Do” 
5 5 n the Lit of the Crimes, and tells 
ey were fill d with all Unr bteouf- 

. Kc" ke Wi 9 ae = 

\ uy in 8 | . 28 > 

the moſt flaming 1 3 . iy 7 e 85 
excelſes of Villany, ate call d gy 1 1 


are not convenient. 
But notwithſtanding the, comp 

che Practice is ſo black, the 

hollkly on in the, Cauſe, 
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file, when etther us'd in Exce 
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% n 4 | 


Fo @htoutagenent 10 others, or by our ſelber ; 
defence of ſet up in competition with, our Duty to God v. | 
1 Fs When us d in 'exceſs . As if it Was al- 
e low'd under ſeveral Degrees and Limita- ff , 
tions! But it may be lie means tis then || © 

only exceſſive, when us'd by way of En- | | 
couragement to others, For the purpoſe: Iſl | 

If a Man picks a Pocket, provided tis done 
only for his own Advantage, without any 1 
f 

f 

f 

a 
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/ 


; deſign to propagate the Myſtery, and mike 
a the Trade common: Provided the Point 
A is thus guarded, though it may be incon- 
AzZenient for the Perſon. that loſes his Mo- 
ney, yet there's no manner of Crime in 
the Dexterity !- Farther ; either Smut, and 
rank Language, is an innocent . defenſt- 


ble practice, or not: If tis innocent, 
where's. the Crime of encouraging others? 


What Sin can it be to recommend a fafe' 
1 inoffenſive Liberty? But if tis an ilk! 
©. thing, if tis Malum in ſe, how dares any || 
one venture upon it? And what Autho= 
rity has the Doctor to give a Diſpenſation? 
Aud if luſcious and lewd Diſcourſe is 
highly fcandalbus and unchriſtian, then cer- 

_ - rainly we are bound to decline it. From 
- Whence it follows, that thoſe who indulge. 
the Practice, fet ap this Liberty in cg. 
ti it ion with their Duty to Gad, which is 2 
1. p. as: Sin even by the Doctors Confeſſon - 
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ter, to reſcue the Tex from the Doctors 
licentious Comment. The wretchedneſs of. 
the Argument put him upon this deſpe- 
rate Puſh. . He foreſaw the Stage could 1 
no otherwife defended: He frankly con- 
feſſes, that unleſs Eikhineſs., obſcenity of 
Speech, and idle Feſting, are 8 all 

our Comedies will he ſwept off. And thus P. 20. 
he ſeems to boggle at no Expedient, and. 

is reſolvd to maintain his Poſt- at the ut- 

moſt Hazard, Thus ſome Men, rather 
than give up an unwarrantable Diverſion; | 
venture to tamper with the Holy Text , 

and wreſt it to Looſneſs and Scandel. Thus 

the inſpir'd Writings are made . Miniſterial 

to Vice; and brought to countenance thoſe 
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-\ 
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Liberties which are the Averſions of Na- Ph. 


tural Conſcience, ayd ſtand condemn d by 
Heathen Sobriety. Can the Doctor ex- 


pect Conſolation , 238 he calls it a” from *Pref9.u1. 5 


ſuch Management as this? And that the 
Fuſlice of the Cauſe will relieve his Spirits, | 
though fucceſs ſhould not anſwer. i. 


Jo ſhew the. Profaneneſs of the Stage, » wary. ,. 


with reſpect to Swearing, I quoted St. Mar- _ v. 


nf and St. James againſt this Liber- © fence of the 


What! ſays the Doctor, 3s all ſwear-View in 


5 ee I hope. our Author - is not Anſwer to 


the Amend- | * 
run d Quaker. 6. „Not at all. I grant an ments, & .. 


9 1 @ fair ale and bh : ee Dr. Eil. 


en N 0 f 
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ge to Strife, is a very defenfible Nio 
tive for ſuch an Expedient. 
any Afﬀidavits to be made upon the St, 
any Titles to be try'd , any Treaties to” 
fign'd and ratify'd ? Is there any occafion 
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M.,alefactors, or doing Right to the Pub- 
lick Intereſt? Now theſe, and ſuch like; 
are the only juſtifiable grounds for ſwear- 

ing. But when an Oa is unnecefſary, it 
comes under the Goſpel Prohibition, and 

- bs certainly a Crime. But the Doctor is of 
another mind; he makes no ſcruple te 

affirm, That ben a wicked Wretch ſwears 

wpon'the Stage, "tis not taking God's Name 

in vain, nor implies any contempt ＋ Þis 

25 Majeſty d. His Reafon is, becauſe the Men 
P. 28, 31. 75. pumiſsd for bis Miſbehaviour, and made 
Did. 04% for" a warning*to others, At this 
rate a Man may have a Parent for the 
Highway , provided he is but ſecur'd to 

ice, and forth-coming for the Gallows. 

is no matter for his raking a Purſe, and 
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"Hiding Murther upon the Road: Let him 


the Benefit of ſeeing him ſuffer, and all's 


well 


ee nn Ateady, and ſhall conſider it no farther ©. 


fence of the. - 


But are ther 


for the difcovery of Truth, the' Tryal 'of 


nb bold with the Conſtitution, and com- 
- but be hangd in Terrorem, and People: have 


ee enough. Bort bebe regt reply d to thisObjettion 


112 However, the Doctor ſuppoſes an Orb 5 
ll Hiew, Ge. or 190, or it may be more be Put in 
l p60. | | dhe : 
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ethical Proviſion to feture the” Funtbi. 


3 But then the Dogor is 
tons, as rot to allow a Stu 
to Lard every Sentence, and wear . 
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the . if an Atheiſt, withvie 4 5 Dr. Fü. 
manner of Profaneneſs . This 18 Tarn, 
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> ſtretch 8. nne 


* the Doctors Divihiey, b works 
thin © there was a certain number ef Oaths 


quire, to the making a Man eriminal. 


But 1 believe every body will findt the Ef 
fence of Sin confiſts in the Obliquity of the 


AR, in the Tranfgreſſion of the Law, and 


in going off from the N "Tis 
true, the Repetition of an Ill thing, Height- 


ens che Degree, and-inflames the Guilt, dur 


does not &theQuility' of tlie Practice. 


But Segge-Hwearing is ovly to make a 
mura, 


profane Character mere twuely 2 5 


and therefore mayn t an Ourß or ty puſe "erg Bie, 


By this Argtment, when a Man is to dye 


in Tragedy, he ould be kill d in carneſt. For 
to fee him agonizing, and weltring in ts 


Blood, would heighten the Action extremely, 


and affect the Company to an unuſual De- 
gree, This fighting in earneft made the 
Gladiators more agrerable to the Romans: 
Thus unleſs theres Mifchief done at a'Prize, 


the Fencers are raid on, and the Companiy 


think themſelves cheated. And therefore = . 
e the * farther”; Ef the Defivis 
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Aion of Troywastoberepreſented, though we 
muſt not go the length of Nero Fancy, and 

ſet the Town in a Blaze: Nay, probably the 
Doctor is ſo ſcrupulous as not to admit the 
laying all Drury- lane, and the Hay-market in 
Aſhes. But then ſetting Fire to the Stage, 


and burning a Houſe or two, or it may be 


more, as he has it, would be very neceſſary to 
give Truth and Spirit to the Performance. 
Iheſe Inſtances, I hope, may ſerve to 
diſentangle the Doctor's Underſtanding. 
For if the Plea of Imitation, and Drama- 
tick Intereſt, won t excuſe Murther and 
burning of Houſes, why ſhould Profane- 
neſs pretend to this Liberty & I don't ſay 
fwearing an Oath is as bad as committing. 
Murther : But this I affirm, that ſwear-: 
ing is a profane Liberty, tis an Inſolence 
' upon God Almighty z, is a breach of Law. 
Divine and Humane, And this is ſuffici- 
ent to make the Inſtance parallel, and give 
force qo the Compariſon... Now if com- 
mon {wearing is Wicked and Irreligious in 


other Places, how. comes it to be inöffen- 
ſiwe in the Play-Houſe ? Have the Poets 2 
diſcharge. from the Duties of Religion, and 


. 


2 Privilege to inſult their Maler? 


them another way. 


— : 2 11 
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Well l though the Doctor cant produce 
r Penalties of Re. 
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RI bl e For if he en but 2 
ho ſecure them from Indifiments, he concludes | 3 
5 their Conſciences will ſhift. well enough. 7 
in Por this purpoſe, he puts them in a way. -- 
to carry on their Profaneneſs in defiance 5 
„of the Statute. Loet them but forbear the Jac. 1. 
mention of the Name of God, and ſome eb. 21. 


— other few Inſtances, and che Act can't | 
"I touch them i. As much as to ſay, the i Defence of | | 
8. Diverſion of Oaths, and Curſing, is not ſor P 775 ll 
” || mightily crampd as ſome People fancy.” 


Fl Let them but ſwear with Diſcretion, 'and  _. -/ 
_ | they are ſafe endugh ! For, as he obſerves, 
ſome of our Poets ſwear frequently. by Hea- 
ven, and ſometimes too by Hell; and yet he 
cant ſee hom either of thoſe Oatho, or 4 72 
other of the like Nature, are forbidden . 2 
„ir 48. I believe he may fee it if he via. 1 
2 2 eaſes: For has not our Saviour told us, 5 4 
hat he that ſwellly by Heaven, ſwears by the SMatsxiii. 
one of God, and 55 him that fits there- 2 
I hope che Doctör does not think our . 
Fob iſlators queſtion'd the Authority of — oh 3 
\ | Reſolution: And if not, the ſwearing by 
Heaven muſt fall under the diſcountenance 
of the A4, and come within the compaſs k 
of the Proh ibition. - 
The Doctor's next attempt is, to . 
away the meaning of the Statnte, andi ma 
it ſignifie nothing. There is not the leaſh A 
N 3 he, mage. 8 1 At, "er, EY | 
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7 direct, or indirect ſwearing ;, and how then 
ef it forbidden * Not forbidden] Does 
5. "5 not the 4& declare againſt the great f- 
ute of the Holy Name of God in 
Dlage-Plays ? And is not the Name 

of God abus'd in common ſwearing 2 Not 

abus'd, when the Divine Majeſty is made 

bold with, to ſhew the contempt of his 
Power, to atteft Trifles, and grace an in- 
c 
lle has another reſerve, and argues, That 

the uſe of the Name of God on the Stage 1 
ts no otherwiſe prohibited, than as it may be || 1 
Di. jeſtingly, or profanely abus d there l. By this 
Gentleman's favour, the Ad ſuppoſes the I * 
 Play-bouſes all Sport and Diverſion ; and : 
that the Name of God can't be mention'd | 

; 


% * 


2 3 
ms K K e 


there without Jeſt and Prophanation. For 
what are Plays but Baffooning, Fiction, 
and Farce, defign d for thetentertainment-of 
the Audience? : : NDS | 
bi f But though the Stage is in Jeſt, the Law 
4 5 is in Earneſt: And that his reading upon 
= the Statute won't paſs in Weſtminſter-Hall, 
the Players can ſatisfie him from their own , 
Fxperience. He pretends, 1 may as well 
tax our Poets with the fm of Lying, as 
that of Swearing, becauſe they vent a great 
| many untruths in their Dramatic C ara- 
Il. p. 30. cters m. To this Cavil *ris ſufficient to re- 
turn, that the Inſtance is by no means 


4 
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| 13 He may as well ſay, 
alſhaod and failing in Honour, may paſs 
upon the Stage with Diſcipline at the end 


Piſtol one another! For ſince the Poet does 


a & - ; 1 Ns 1 


ont; thetefore the -Players may Stab and 


not fight in Perſon, ſince the Men are de- 


ſtroy'd in Jeſt, and die only like Glada. 


tors, to divert the Company, alls well e- 
nougn. „„ 
Secondly, Lying is a Fault, becauſe it 


- 


makes the Marks of Speech inſignificant, de- 


ſtroys Truſt between Man and Man, and 


weakens the Intereſt of Society. But when 


Truth is known to be ſtrain only in Jeſt, 


and the Lyar ſuffers by the Liberty, here 


no body is Qeceiv'd, or encotiraged 5 And 
thus the Sting is pull d out, and the Malig- 
nity proved fe EN | 


But ſome practires are intolerable under 
every Circumſtance : Like Murther, no 
pretence of inward Diſlike, of Proxy ot 
Repreſentation, of Jeſt, or Repetition, will 


exchſe them. And of this kind, Swed*ing 
is one. Tis an out- rage of Religion, arid 


a bold Contempt of the greateſt Being. The 
bare pronouncing makes the Crime 5 the 


Guilt ſticks upon the Syllables, and tis a 
Sin in the Sound. The Doctor ſeems ſorne- 
what ſenſible of this. Truth: For what 


Reaſon elſe does he eonfine His Bullies and - |} 
Atheiſts from their full range in N . 
. . Ba m 
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T3 
and Py What makes him clog 


their Humour, and tye thein up to an Oath 
* lem. or two u? He lets his Lyars go at; large, 


p. 28, 1 and neither ſtints them in Quality or Num- 


ber. His reſtraint therefore upon Smear- 
ing is a plain Confeſſion of the diſparity of 


ED the Caſe. 


But the Poets Jon't t ſpeak their own ſenſe o. 
That ſignifies nothing: I have told him al- 
ready, that he who makes à Man mad, muſt 


r Reply to anſwer: for his diſtraction P. 


the e His ſaying the Poets Heart does not go 
en long with their Pen; if tis true, is quite 
* Defence ſhort of a Defence 4. Whether the Doctor 
5 . knows it or not, the Pen is a dangerous 
Weapon, if untowardly. manag'd ; and has 
ruind many a one, though neither their 
Heart, nor their Head, has gone along with 

"Its To illuſtrate the Matter. 
What if a Man figns away his Eſtate, o or 
ſets his Hand to a Plot, without thinking ? 
Will the Plea of his Folly indemnifie him ? 
If the Poets will venture to make ſport with 
Profaneneſs, reſign their Conſcience to their 
Intereſt, and gratifie Libertines at the ex- 
pence of Religion, they muſt account for 
their Miſbehaviour. And though the Stage- 
Poets are not always bound to ſpeak their 
own: Sentiments *, yet to ſwear, or blaſ- 
; - awe: in Fi i&ion, is much more than they 
are allow d. His Inſtance therefore in 
4 Sir John 


W 


Sir John Denham, and my Lord (heh is 
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E, 
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quite wide of his purpoſe. . For if the Be 
ſons in,the Sophy, or Muſtapha, had dfolfdee 
upon the Trinity, or burleſqu'd the four 
Goſpels, the cover'of a Turkiſh Character 
would have been a lamentable Excuſe. And 
thotigh we could not conclude the Authors 
Mahometans from this management, yet we 
might think them Atheiſts, and that's 


Worſe . Nay, give the Doftor but leave rl. p. zi. 


to write on, and forget himſelf, and we 

ſhall find him come out with the He 
Truth, without much mincing the matter. 
Towards the latter end of his Book *, he p.152, 
lets us know, tis probable the Heathen Srage „ 
expos'd the Chriſtian Faith, and made merry 

with the moſt ſacred Myſteries. For this 
reaſon, ſays the Doctor, the Fathers ſtood _ 
aloof in their Satin and only hinted the 
Profaneneſs. To this reſervedneſs they were : 


oblig d, in Reverence to Religion: For, as 


he continues, they could not enlarge upon 
ſuch belliſh | racticer without Horror, And 
if the Fathers declin'd repeating rofane 

_ Diſcourſe, and ought to do it, as the Doctor 
argues: 1 ſay, if they declin d the mention 
of Pro fanenefs, though in order to ſtigma- 
tize and deteſt it; can we imagine they 
would have reſign dit to TOR anda al- 
How'd it for Diverſion? 55 : | 
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use tells me, 5 charge only fix Plays | 
WE. *74. 28. with ſwearing ” : But this is a Miſtake, as 
WY. = See r. the Doctor might eaſily have diſcover d“). 
Fee He is not pleas d with my repreſenting 
firſt Defence A 8 | EIS HITS IH 
of theView, Swearing in the Plgy-Houſe,. as a bread 
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be of good breeding to the Women . But 
q ” one. - In CY 


wp 

WW: of Play 
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if Swearing before Women is ill Manners - 


in other Places, why, not upon the Sage? 


How come the Players to be diſcharg d from 
common Decency? The Doctor pretends. 


6. the Actors, and the Ladies, dont male tbe 


ſame Compam. By his favour, though they 
Sen addreſs the Ladies, excepting in the 
Prologue and Epilogue, yet they are wWith- 


_— ſight and hearing, And thus the Dia- 


logue paſſing all under the Ladies notice, 
the Afors are 3x6 ta the common Rules 
af Decarum. Lis true, the Doctor is of 
another mind; but what if the Ladies are 
ſo nice, .a5 not to be of his Opinion? What 
if they have ſo much Conſcience, as not 
to think themſelves diverted with Curſing, 
SWearing, and other ſcandalous Behaviour? 
Why then he frankly tells them, They 
muſt een ſtay at Home, and wave the Di- 
verſion of the Theatre J. For unleſs they. F 
can. entertain themſelves with Bullies and 
Preſtitutes, afting in the ſandal of their 
Character, they muſt be; veg much diſap- 


pointed by the Players, The arguing a- 
.. gainſt this Liberty, he calls wretched Stuff *, 


oe — 
4 
2 2 
— „ —— 


* 


and. 


- 


» 


* % Y 
— * q < 
* as” * * % Pl 


(23). 


and POT the Stage will be quite: Thy 5 


in d by ſuch 2 : That is to 1 0 38. 


they muſt either do Miſchief, or nothing. 
But after all, the Doctor is not . un⸗ 


der his diſtinctions about Swearing < He 


doubts he may be blam d for what be har 


ſaid upon the ſubjed, and * as 4 
fauourer of this Vice b. Tru 


does he diſengage himſelf ?He deſires the Rea- 
der to take notice, that he na where recom- 
mends the uſe of it to our Poets. But ſince 


I think his* e 
apprehenſions are very reaſonable: Burhow 


he allows it upon extraordinary occaſions ©, *. 
and leaves the regulation to the Poer's r 


ſcience; ſince he takes pains to ſhew the 


convenience, and argues in Defence of the 


practice; ſince he makes no ſcruple of go- 
ing theſe lengths, what ſignifies his Decla- 
ration ? All this demureneſs amounts to no 


more than proteſtatio contra Factum; diſ- 
claiming his own Act, and renouncing that 


in the Preface, which he maintains in the 
Book. 


To proceed. The Doctor will: han it, 
«the Argument led me to engage the Liber - 


tine; —— that I ſhould have ſhewn no pre- 


| tence of Stage-Diſcipline would have atton d | 


for the Smut and Profaneneſs in that Play, 

But, it ſeems, the Cataſtrophe was There Fae, 

cage and terrible for my purpoſe © VS | 
2 hs Lare 1 5 


4 pag. 4% 


44, 45. 
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F ſo frank as to ny that if 1 had At- 


5 2 "Ih pigs: i 0 an abſoliteVietory x, Now the Dofor 


. 1 F N 's | * \ 8 0 
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wy 


© tacK/d"this Pley with ſucceſs, I hd ſhakes. 
, "the very Foundation” of the Pla ;y-Houſe, an | 


has done this Hiſineſs for me; and made 
By the 28 Gs et N Gen peut 


5 OY "That Fave ay per Wend what 
the Doctor requires. I have ſhewn in ge- 
neral, that no Stage Diſcipline, though ne- 
. fo ſevere, will juſtifie the ebe 
= . of Smit and Profaneneſs . baja 
p. 96. Firſt Secondly, If I had happen'd to . been 
5 E f ſhort in this matter, the Doctor could have 
iN 25 3 ſupply'd that defeck. For he grants, the 
a Comic Poet ought” not to thy out imme the 
2 2 groſſeſt extravagancies of Smut. under the pres. 
;  _ Tence f 'repre ning a Whore, vor a Pimp: 
183 5 Nor the Trapick Poet Jy in the Face of Heu- 
e and blaſpheme” at any rate, under the 
E.Defence on of Ste "Diſcipline . By - theſe 
31% Rules he has plainly condemn 4-the Liber- 
* „ notwithſtanding the Juſtice and Ter- 
„ of the Cataſtrophe. For this Plæy, by 
8 _ Confeſlion, E three times as much 
© Ort,” Profameneſs," "and Blaſphemy, as any 
FE . f. 43: Stage performance” cite e f 155 
. then has Zone To the extent 'of an Ather- 
Il. p. 69. ſtick" Character n. The ſtrokes are grofs, 
md far, dall over the Piece, and not 12 | 
© ringly, nicely, and 1 manag d, as the 
%. Doctor preſcribes . yet after all, he” | © 
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cou blow u the beatre more effefually . 1 9 
than cheſe 8 and Maxims LS, L 
2 © Is this Gentleman. | ON e 
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e of aſe allies upon the ſcore 
of Stage Diſcipline: From hence he infers, 
à Chriſtian Stage, Poet may take. the ſame f 
"a . . i n 
Jo this it may be tin d. J 
EFirſt, That the Character of the Heathen 
Gods was foul and blemiſh'd : This circum- 
: | fiance, made the liberty taken with Ther | 2 
3 - more excuſeable. 1 
Secondly, Heathens and Chriſtians Wr 
"Mer a different Regulation; for this reaſon 
We can't argue for the ſame Latitude from 
one to the other. Different rules alter. the 
nature of Duty, and oblige to a different 
Practice m. To which I may add, that the- Shore - 
Doctor owns the Fathers could not enlarge 11 ane” 


on the blaſphemies 1 the H. eathens without Second De- 
| : Horror *. $i. T9] I . of the, f 
4 The Door goes on, * lets us know . 
b tender he is of the Play-Houſe intereſt, * Defence 
and what we are to expect from his Refor- _of 8 _ | 
* mation. He is refolv'd to deal gently with 
them, and leave them a ſtock of their old 
* Chinodities to trade with. He lays it down 
1 8 * that if * and ee 5 
„ 


BORE IRE ot ALS 5 ok Og = BY hg S- nee 
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8 If 2 3 
ein HOWS allow J, the Poets nf bo PRE 8 a 
2 1 ct e, to proflice on ©, Theſe things 
it ſoems are neceſſary Ingredients of Diver- 
ion, and Fundamental to the ſatisfaction of 
Mankind. But then to varnifh over the 
5 3 matter, he tells us, Smut mit not be our. of 
& ' _ Charatter, or too g 72 in Terms. or Senſe : 
= But when riß wrap d up in clean Linen, and 
2 be in 1 855 Entenares, tis 874 and nat. 
Wo 65.7 an e ſees no great er in 1 k. 
* It may be ſo Ane. Livy 1 8 not at a 
ir of he Doctor's mind 9. - Im ſorry to find 
. this Chriſtian Before fall ſhort of Pagan | 
5 _ Virwwe, 3 
Baut to make the Indulgence more Ganifi» | 
cant, the Doctor out of his great Courteſie, 
a left the regulation of hs matter, with ' 
the Poet: They are to ſtate the Prop % | 
to ſettle the Doſe, and weigh out the Scru- 
ples. But why muſt the Audience * en 
tertain d with Smit, oonvey d with Advant . 
gage Is it to make the Poiſon more palat -. 
. able; to make the Attack more under cover, 
| "$0 and convey the Infection with leſs Infamy 2 > 
heſe are bad deſigns. Smut under any + 
. diſguiſe, is inconſiſtent with the ſobriety 
80 I of Religion: Foul. Communication. corrupts -* 
i 5 good Manners. Theſe are Tome. of the un- 
5 eien works" of darkneſs, with. which m 
are forbidden to have any Fellowſhip. Fon 52 
* e the "GEM 5 By 
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purpoſe. is it usd? For the. | of In⸗ 
ſtrüction? That won t do. arr er 
be, tis to pleaſe the beef and give Spi- 
rit to che tertainment. Tha at is in other 
words, tis to ſolfeite the Fan an Sh awaken 
the Folly of the Paſſions, | (ow there's no 
I need of Suggeſtion and Incitement: Peo- 
ple are apt to run too falt 5 l themſelves, | 


Dy aid like Phaeton's Horſes, , || 


* 1 


N *} 2.4 47 
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| Abc inence and Mortification has "EIS 
- || been thought neceſſary for the ſecurity | 
| of oj ; What elſe is the meanin ” . 
Ah and Faſting preſcribd 

What made ſo many hols Mas. 
E to Solitude, but ny; to get out of we * 
the way of Temptation? But by the Docter? 
Indulgence, one would. think "Rong m7} 
ture was ſtrangely mended ,, that our Rea».  * 
ſon was grown more abſalute, and we had "pol 


— 


8 of the Weakneſs of former Ages 3 


J "Heal allows the Comic Poets d. poſed G. 
| becauſe they are in reality nathing. but inſuge; 
niſcant words, talen up for 1505 8 Ar I 
by IT eqpte, To cpo ' Swegring, * mt, e, 1 
2 Nonkals? ee 9 "nh 915 a WE 
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toon within theſe Forms of Speech, to what || ... 
purpoſe ſhould the Poet lard his Diſcourſe 
witli them? Do words without meaning re- 

- commend Converſation ? -*Tis plain there- 
fore, they are taken for Oaths, and that the 
Reliſh proceeds from the Profaneneſs, And 
if the Doctor did not think ſo, I can't. ſez 
wy he ſhould infiſt ſo much upon the Li- 
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As for his alledging the Practice of good 
Men, and concluding their Judgment from 
thence ; tis ſufficient to reply, That the 
maoſt unexceptionable People never uſe theſe 
\ _ Oiſonifd Oaths: And as for the good Men, 
jf there is any ſuch, who venture thus far, 
tis certainly no part of their Goodneſs... . 
He thinks it hard meaſure not to allow 
| Profaneneſs on the Stage, under any pre- 
* 1d. p. 70.tence of Character or Diſcipline *. I would © 
deſire him to anſwer my Reaſons, before he 
makes this Complaint. But he excepts a- 
| _ gainſt an Expedient of mine, with reference 
. to this matter. The Paſſage ſtands thus. 
| To ſay a Man has been profane in general, 
a nd then to puniſb him, is ſomewhat intelligi- | « 
* Firſt De. ble t. What can be more ridiculous , ſays 
17 ng 1 5 the Doctor, than this piece ＋ dramatick u- 
p. 16. ſtice ? How is it 72 to diſtinguiſb the 
Chbaracter of an Atheiſt, from a Man f Re- 
Defence Mien, but by ſomething in his Diſcourſe? - 
| p. 70, 71. 9 Does the Doctor then believe, that unleſs a 
PPP 


_ . _ On 
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{ 


0 2 = ) "1 als 
le Malefaor repeats his Crimes at his Tryal, ; 

or at leaſt the Hiſtory of them, the Court 
has no Power to puniſh? But making 4 Man 

e n Example without Inſtance , or particula- 

d | rity, is judging without Proceſs, condemning 

> | without Proof, and the greateſt Injuſtice ima- 

1 inable w. It ſeems good Witneſs ſtands” 114 
. 5 nothing with the Doctor. By this ar- 
1 guing, unleſs a Fuſtice ſees a Pick poclet 
practiſe before him, he has no Authority to 
make his Miztimus, And thus, if a Male- 
factor is indicted for Murther, unleſs the 
Jurors, are Eye-witneſſes of the Fact, they 
are upon no account to bring him in Guil- hs 
ty. But the Doctor is in a great Fright, for 
fear my Theatral piece of Fuſtice ſhould be- 

come National, and then the Caſe would be 

ſad *. For if {allies of Profaneneſs, if a- P. 72. 
theiſtick and blaſphemous Rants are not al. 
low'd to prove he Crime, and make a dra- 

' matick MalefaQor , the conſequence may 4 
prove Mortal to the Nation. How fo? | 
Why, unleſs this liberty 1s taken, who can | 
Hue us, but that it may be many an honeſt 

Man's Fate to be condemm d by Report, and 

bang d by Hearſay ” 2 „ Bid. 

"By this ſhrewd Obj ection one would i Ima- 
Xo 5 Theatre was "the Standard of Lam, 
and that the ruled caſes in Tragedy were 
more to be regarded than St. Germain's Max- 
LE or the Precedemts | in Coke. Tis "os 


3 pe 
14 j * 


ſuch a force of 


oe and Profaneneſs is juffttable in the Short 
Viem, &c. H the Cenſure and Correction is 
2 warrant for producing the ill Sight, why - 
15 7 not the Stage Poets take the men . 


not parallel. 
| Tages, it had been to the Doctor's purpoſe; 


55 36 9 
1 Itfettion of 5 pie WT a 
© way, and poiſons abundance of Peopl 

for All that I cart believe it has 20 
the Courts of Juſtice, and left the Toten 
upon Weſtminſte> Hall. However, if Plays © 
have ſuch a dangerous Aſcendant, and cart 
ignity, 1 ſhould thin 
the beſt ſecurity would be to keep ont 
of harm way, and ftand clear of that Di. 


© vertion. 


The Dodor argues, That if the hats Pee 


; | Prating an profane, & e. is a Sin, then 


i 11. 5.73 elfe Sthff, is not to be excus'd*, But 
4 


if the citing % theſe Inſtanees of Scandal 


A 
f 
n Colle 2 Smut , of blaſphemous' and It 
f 
| 


To this 1 anſwer. _ 
Hrſt, That the Doctor miſrepo 


rts Matter 


of Tan, For as to Smut and Oaths, theſe 


fcandalous Paſſages are purpoſely declin'd ; 


there's only a reference to the Play , and 


Page, to juſtiße the Charge. 4 
Secondly, As to Profimeneſs, the eaſe s 
Had I made the profane ka. 


but I produce nothing but what has been 


Written by the Poets, Afed on the 2 
5 and fands 3 in ä 


"wr theres 


TE 1 5 41 5 s 5 ; 
0 areat "Ai between aaling a | Male 
a for, and making one. When 4 Wretch 
3 one n and grows infectious, tis ne- 
d to mark him for Terror, that the 
0 Pun ment may be as publick as the Crime: 
But then 'tis only the neceflity which can 
juſtifie the tryal of ſuch Offendors : Now _. 
: 


the Poets are under no ſuch neceſſity; for 
what neceflity can they have, unleſs that of 
Intereſt, to repreſent a Villain? 

Ou the other hand ; To let Libertines 
and Atheiſts droll upon Religion, and blu- 
ſter out Blaſphemy and Defiance : To do : 
this under pretence to make them ſmart — 
for't, is a dangerous Experiment ; ; ſuch a 
contrivance is like bringing a Diſcaſe _ 
a Town, for the ſake of trying ones Skill in 

* curing it. But *tis plain, he that uſes this 
Method makes a Property of his Patient, 
and preſcribes to nothing but his own Pock- 

er. Togive Poifon, to ſhew the ſtrength 
of an Amtidte, is the T rick of a Mounte- 
bank; the Body ſuffers in the Conteſt, and - 
' ſomething of the Miſchief often remains. 

The Doctor's next attempt is to prove an 
inconſiſtencey between my Short View, &c. 
and my Firſt Defence. In the latter, 8 

- | obſervd, That the Play-Houſe 7 en foreads | | 
= hoſe Vices it repreſents, and r at + he Hu- 

mou the Town is learn d iy ſhewing it .. Def 

mM 9 the 9 are Rage Vices re- e 3 - by 


\ 


1 mY pg © 
= 
F. 


"By: r 


[ R 8 v Defence of that debauch? d the Stage v. 


Sorts 


p - 75. 


1 


jer bas very confidently aſſerted in bis View, 
that it was the Stage which. poiſon'd the 
Town ; whereas, by what be bere ſays, we 
muſt conclude, that it was the Town rather 


the Reader muſt judge. But then as to 


the Argument, 1 ay ſtill, that the Stage 


has poiſon d the Town, and Country too: 
That their ſtirring offenſive Humours, read- 


- ing upon an infectious Body, and diſſecting 
the Plague, helps to ſpread the Contagion, 
and make the Diſeaſe more Epidemical. 
Thus the Play-Horſe propagates its firſt Miſ- 
chief, reaches farther into the Nation, and 


improves the Vices of the Age: And where 8 
the contradiction in all this? 
The Doctor 


t after all this Civility, the Doctor can't 


help diſcovering his partiality to the Stage. 
For what reaſon elſe does he beſtow three 

or four pages to juſtifie the Poets Conduck || 
in CEdipus ? When he does as good as own: ; 
14 85 the Diſpute is nothing to his purpoſe d. His 
n * WY n on ch Paſt 


. on the 1 855 the Humour of” the 
_ Town! This plainly comradifts what Mr. Col- 


Whether the 
Confidence lies in the Rem, or in the Doctor, 


agrees in the main with the 
fourth Chapter in the Vie, &c. and very 

© honeſtly grants, the Clergy ought" by no 

means to be maltraited and rid icul d on the 


I. p. 8, 1 


ma » 2 
- 2 r 
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” 
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*. 


* 
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But tue Doctor: 18 difpleas with wy ber | 4 
allowing the Stage the Liberty of acking a 
peligions Play . In defence of this b eee, 


"4 
L 
} 
« i 
4 \ 


ies 9984 abend! in 4 . Ts 


ind Date of the View *, Ke. A nd UE 5 Ke fo. 
aher er R 5 3 


fl frm rote rhſtanding the Do@gr 8 Stages Ju. 


cl, that" Playe, "where the Abe and _ 3,64. 
Manner are religious and ſotemn, are Are 

in Monaſterſes in France, and in otller 
Countries too: And that the Fact ſtanddss 

chus, the Doctor uon oy may latisfie . 
_ himſelf. © 


he ulledges Corneile's Poheudte on the The. 219% = 


ak 6, 4 He may Lee thatthe © 
Frendlt Stage, though far ſhort of the Sean: 
a ofthe Brothb, lay under che Ge N 
ofithe Church and enter ig refuse 


the . ee 8. ndeed the athing 2 reli Shot 
beg wle Theatre, "would View, &c. 


e bene fi Fein 


"the Pele do Goh 9 to odere che Dif- 

, courſe and almoff make the Fa I, 
A2 or this reathr; a8 the Do& 

„Ichere was 4 Highty noiſe ES 
ee Face Down, 5 " The ground of the 
th 1 jolt 
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3 Ibid. 


Name, is an eaſie way, of anſwering; 
Moliere vindicates his Play i. 1. Moliere s man- 
ner was Licentious, and his Authority ſig- 


to give Men of 8 We” Picty an will 
But 


\ n ifies nothing. As for his Arguments, they 


101. 


are either drawn from 12 Cuſtoms, from 


unreſembling Caſes, or 

cerption. 
Ihe Doctor would lr diſprove. my ö 

Exceptions _ the Stage, for making 


recedents liable to 


P. 95. too bold with 0s uality K. But h ere, after a 


little 5 (EL and Fencing with a Mar- 
quit, and bringing ſome diſabled Objections 
on the Board; after a little flouriſh to diſ- 


cover. his good will, he retires within the 


Lanes, gives up the Point, owns the'Poer's 


oblig do. treat the Coronets with more re- 


gard, and not to . the N obility in bf 


s* 7. p. ioo, diculous Characters l. 


His laſt attack is upon the Authorities 
2 in the ſixth . of oy 902100 View 


| ſinces and am 4 the oh chat a ny 
as to Pertinency, and fairneſs of Citation. 
And that en material might. he gmited;. 
1 0 TOO Ee more than fifty pages 


£ pb * * Y up 5 
by 2 8 ol wrt * {31 * 
J : k ; ay by ** p 
„ : . 8 


26 35 1 75 og 
18 this Argu ment n. Now: wo! think. . | 
"Wot has NR hey almoſt all Dr. Filmer's 8 1 
exceptions, and was publiſn d in 16 997 yet the Relapſe, * 
he takes no manner of notice of it. g 125 1 
Conduct is very ſurprizing ; the beſt thing ser Second Dec. 
T-can ſay for him is, that he never ſaw ape of the .. * 
- Reph to Dr. Drake. This I confeſs is but, g. ©. + 
2 poor excuſe: Had the Doctor's enquiry - | | 
been moderately careful, I fancy he migit 1 
have ſpar d the pains of his Book. How= __. 
ever, ſince he has given me ſo little trous 
ble, this groſs overiight of his may be the 
better paſs d over. I muſt now conſider 
. thoſe Fo ſupplemental Remarks, adyanc g 208 
in defence of the S. Ga © oo 
In the firſt plac, fi lee to . 1 
en the Authotity of the Philoſophers, Hi :- 
ſtorians, and other Pagan Writers a Figure, e 
who have cenſur d the Stage. J 
To do execution upon this quarter, 8 
ſuppoſes. Plays were acted in the Countries 
where this Complaint, Was preferr d againſt „ 
them. This liberty of AAling he infers, a- 1 
mount to an r Approbation of 1 
the higher Powers o ; and that the publick « Derne 
Allowance i is an A ee to py .diſlike 1 Plays, 
af a few private Men, tho never ſo conſider- N 
able v: And thus, op putting the dt Stage un- » Bid. & 
der the Protection the Magiſtracy of Itah e 
and Gregce, he thinks there is no coming at 
is A But 1 this pretence of ! — 
G 2 - tenance 3 Eng 


= n 3 of as as Romy fines 
_ nothing + but falſe Muſter. For, N48 . 
Fuck have already prov d the Sag 


S 
8 been icountenanc and ſuppreſsd in ſome 

e moſt famous 'Govetninonts, and ne. | 
> oF ver admitted&in others 4. {hu r 
Deſanee 7 "Secondly, 1 deſire him to Gong der who 
BM frm: 5 ther Cönnivance can be reaſ onably eonhſtru- 
p36. ed to Ap robation? The State imes 
1 indulges thoſe liberties which we cat fup- 
= por the Legif ture would ever recommend, 


or pro 8 1 Faye n Bets wal 
* ve been publickly ſuffer d in an 
" 5 3 now allow 'd, as he calls it, in fſomo 
Fl Countries of Europe. "Bat to conclude from 


hence, that thoſe Governments declare 
Whoredow no Sin, and make Lewdneſs pare 
of the Conflitution, would be 2 n oY 
xt Cenſure. 2 K Ye 
& Eliz-39 Fo pro ed. Leier tho Ate of Barde 
| x Jacc1. nem to ſhew how much the Stage ſtands 
1 diſcountenancd by our own Conſheutien *. x 
W 5 r. The Statutes. te" ocker confeſſes would 
hape been ber 3 e. wpoſe, Dad I n-%,ũt 
left out two very dl-words, abſolutely 
miese ary to the be cle age of the 
1 a =o £1 [Spy hes ION OE - 
= lire in not recit 
3 7 e Abr, And is 4 
1 5 Bo! s omiſſion? e eajcol 
Ws "Dor fror e appears, tis not * 
7 , al 


f * — 2 : | 17 


. 4 45 


- % 2 
$i 3 


tte Pian „ ber te Saule, bid the Tor 
Bord, iÞar is bent d by this Lam 1, — 2 
=; the firſt Statue) . Does the Doctor 14. p. 725, 
den alu che Plahers are barr d the conve- as . 
' Hienice of taking a Journey 2 Muſt they hot 
vit their Friends, and ſolicite their r 
fürs in the Country 2 To throw them thus 
out of common liberty, is more than the 
Fat WIIl allo him. Let but the Srage be 
© teſt benin, and they may make the out. 
_ of the'Matid, and take their Range with 
ſafety endugh.. But if they traveld-in the © 
__ Uiſtiiftions of their Character, ſet-up their _ 
Trade, and carry d their Diverſion along 
with them z in this caſe, they were look'd 1 
bn 45 a Nſeries and lay terribly eds d. 3 
Fro wheiics fiothing tan be plainer; than ol 
that the Penalty of the Att is. ikke againſt © 1 
the Myſtery, ſtrikes full-upr "che. Buftneſs, 2 
And rachs the Ne ene chat n e 
. ene dee e 
The Doctor, to make all fare, ys ile 
i Statutes #xpiFd, and bas been out of Dart 
 bivethreeſtore Tears". But then his Cou-* 1 
ra56dves fibtcheld ; he is at aloſs about the 
Point, and Torhewhar afraid the twoStaturey 
ate ſtill in forte, However, he hopes erm TY 7 
vilege of licenfitis Players, which is taken 
from the Peers by the latter Act, does not 
ffect the O : And thus betete hr. % 4 
et bbs firther ä retreats to che „ A 


"I 38 Ny . Rn, | 
© | e 8 we leaves the "IO 1 the 
| | Qnnnon of Whitehall, Well! To give him 
__- a lift for once, I grant theſe As are out f 

= Doors; but what's all this to the Doctors 
5 Advantage? > Were they not once part of the 


Ws. Conſtitution, and the Senſe of the Wiſdom 
i of the Nation? Afid if ſo, is not this ſuffi. 
1 cient for my purpoſe in citing them? 1 5 
1 lo obſervd in the Viem, &. that the Ma- 
Fl  gitracy of London addreſs d Queen Eliza- 

| 


beth in Council, for leave to pull-down the 
Play-Houſes within the City; that their Pe- 
1 CI in was granted, and the 'Play-Houſes 
Short pulkd down w. It ſeems theſe Gentlemen 
View, dee. were ſtrongly. apprehenſive, that the Inte- 
48. reſt of the City, and Theatre, were incon- 
| ſiſtent with each other: That theſe Diver- | 
iſions would lay Induſtry aſleep, and diſable 
the purſuits of Wealth, and Honour : That 
this was the way to throw Buſineſs and So- 
briety out of young Peoples Heads, and leave 
them» neither Money nor Morals : That 
uben the Luſciouſneſs of the Dialogue, the 
M uſick, and gayety of the Place has once 
1 ſeiz d and ſubdu A their Fancy, they are ſel- 
dom good for any thing but to repeat their 
ſatisfaction at a Tavern; to ſtart an In- 
treague, or rob their Maſter's Caſh. This 
|=  BK:the ſenſe of the Cities Petition; and by 
the lſſue of the Matter, it ſeema'the ver F 
3 and camei were 18 of the ſame pi- Fo 
1 | nien. 8 


make this Inſtance unſer viceable? He does 


Ig Fra). 
nion. a now which way Jos the Dogor 


not deny, but that the Play-Houſes were 
pulld down: But then, ſays he, what of - 
al that Is it \ſuch a "wonder that a'wiſe 
and gracious Queen ſtwuld leave the Govern" ' | 
ment of the City to the pious Lord Mayor, "If 
and bis ſanflified 7 Brathrow For all this odd 2 7 
Jeſt upon Guiluhall, it ſeems this'permiſſion p. 129. 8 
was an Inſtance of her Majeſties Wiſdom. ne 12 
Upon ſecond Thoughts, he won't allow this | 
neither. For the Queen, wiſe as ſbe was, 
could not foreſee the . gn conſequence of ' 
ſuch an Indulgence. ry likely 4; For 4 5 
Prinęe muſt be 955 ſharp lighted, to 
foreſee the danger of diſcouraging Idleneſs, 5 
and putting a ſtop to Immorality ! But the 
Door won't be taken in this ſenſe. He is 
| throughly, convined, this diſcouraging the 
Stage, and fome other Royal Condeſcenfions of 
the lite Nature , gave a mortal Blow to the one 4 


Nation. This countenance from Court rais d % ale, 


| Condeſcenti- 
the Reputation of the Puritanical Faction N, ons, cx | 


CD 25 put them in a condition to diſpute with putting 
3 James, and, fight King Charles“. It ſeems Canes 
tis i Hug erousBufineſs to check the ſallies of As.. 
Fee and Folly ; tis enough to pull a wo 4 
4 Government i in pieces: For if People muſt , „ 
not be Rakes, they will certainly be Rebels? 
lsa anſwer to my Authorities from the Pri 


date Church, the Doctor replies that fix 7M 


7 2 N / * . | : CY 


= (49 Sky f 
* le nay ſeven Seng U nothing to 3 
, 4 — Sag Onder favour, Wo o 9 by 
1e. his own ſuppoſition, are full to the pur- 
| + vizThird poſe. b. But why, are. the Corncils ne Pp 
E| Council of to the Point 3 2 Becaulſe, ſays the N 


Carthage, 
and ſecond they are Evelbe! 4 inſt the Players, not 
11 Dh of Play 75 againſt the Calling, 1 27 2 2 
. 7 5 ſe⸗ 25 < "Granting his ſuppoſition, 1 The 
Kc. p. 250, this diſadſe the Exception, and make the 
bee Teſtimony foreign? For are not our Plan- 
Plot, Houſes as much within, a Calling as any 
. 3. other Employment? Don't the Ar, pro- 
. feſs the buſineſs of the Stage, and live 55 45 
die in that Myſtery 2 If therefore, as the 


Doctor coinfeſſes, the Councils condemn the 7 


WW Calling of Players; If this be ſo, the Diſci- ih 
= pe of the Church bears down-upon our ar 
1 ge and Country, and ſtrikes the Hugliſ, f 
= no leſs than the Roman Theatre.  \ n 
1 However, if there's no Relief to be ex- || n 


| pected from this Quarter, the Doctor can- | i 
WD: _ apply to Modern Protection: And here r 
& ' _ Biſhop: Sanderſon is brought to vouch the || 4 
=:  Lawfulneſs of the Stage, Calling. Let us || a 
(ee then how far this Learned Caſuiſt ſerves ( 
wee purpoſe; He'aftirms, That be -1e4ll nat 
”, fay the Cal 

Wing advisd t 


i 1algwful. And then ha- + 
e Players to examine, ab- , 


cher they might not bave been better emploxd |} 
in another way, and what - weight there is _ | 
in the Manues which determin a them to thie 


. by Dt» 
«> 4 N 


and 7 
Teſtimony? He has only brought the Bi- 2 


Church. 


1s + Os from the * P ho: of Shake- 


"Aſter this Advins, 1 . be. —— OY 
' leaves. the Jeckion to their Conſcienees, and „ 
concludes, If cheir own Hearts condemm them „ 
not, neither do Id. To this T anſwer, em. a4 
| Firſt, That the Biſhop, as Dr. Filmey cites ben 4. 
him, declares” poſitively, 1 the Play- eſches F_ 
ers ſbould haus been tryed Bench of Phys, 
Farhers and Councils of Old, or would have” 137 
it to rhe moſt Voices anon later Di- 1 
vines,” both Popiſh and Reform d, they had 9 
* all urrerhj caft, and condoms d —noſt i 


nor the Calling only, but the Prattice, 
it ſelf; unlawful, and damnable e. tid. 
Now what will the Doctor gain by this . E 


ſhop into view, to make à ſingular Figure, 
and be overlay'd with numbers: For not- 
' withſtanding the advantage of this Prelate's 
Memory, 1 conceive impartial. 9 ol 
not believe him à Counter-poiſe to the Fa- 
thers and Councils That his private Autho- 
rity is preferable to the general Senſe of all 
Ages and Countries, - and ſufficient to ſer 
aſide the Verdict of the Aneient and Mddern || 


"Secondly," The Stag , in the Biſhops time, 2, 
was much more inoffenfive than it has been 
ſince ; the indecencizs were not fo rank, nor 
the {allies of prophaneneſs ſo frequent and 
hideous. That Matter of Fact ſtands 8 


Lea, 


LS. 


— _ 
Oo — . — 122 
_—— x ny > <a — — 5 
— 


. 
% — : 
L. aa . n 3 _— þ — 
1 *. * , r * > 
"—_ * Fug F- * 


: 8 An ** * * NAI 3 "Te 
; * e Tr. 4 
AK 


. © : , 4 % 
p — 14 Hs F 2 7 
N . _ . : : P * ; * "Y 
0 , . : . 87 AT « * + b d 
| K Loft Lee 
% 1 s . Ls : — i 
d RES, b 1 


ear nd 1 , $f Peotmont and. 
Wer 'Tis gp even this 


ment, though comparatively clean, is often 

ttmes too luſcious and exceptionable. Far- 

ther; the Biſhop in all likelyhood, never 

troubled himſelf to ſtudy the Sta e, and ex- 
amine their Performances: He only th 

it poſſible to ſtand clear of Miſchief, and 


make an inoffenſive Play. Upon this 1 


neral Idea, he gives ſomewhat of his 
non, and draws towards a Reſolution : But 


even here he appears cold and diſenclin d, 
and comes ſhort of a ſtate of Neutrality. 
The Doctor confeſſes, the Biſhop does not 
pretend to recommend the Calling of a Player 


b . (5 v.66 eligible . „ Right: All the favour he al · 


lows, is only. — abſolutely. to condemn. it, 


But does it follow from hence, that the Bi- 
ſhop would have lent his Countepance to 


the? Licence. and Immorality of the Modern 
Stage? Would he haye. fried their Con- 
ſciences in Smut and Profaneneſs, and given 
them his Bleſſing to debauch the Nation > 
| Can e imagine the Judgment and Plety c of 


tis Prelate, could be ſo far ſurpriz d, as ta, 


furniſh. them with his Authority | for ſuch 
wretched purpoſes ?., Arm them with tho 
ſtrength of his Character, to drive over De- 
cenc * Shame? To read upon a putri- 
fied Carcaſs, and ſhew Nature, to the affront 
of e That this 1 3d the practice of the | 

at Stage, 
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Stake, 1 ee prowd to 2 nnn N 
Now if Biſhop Sanderſon does not allow this 
Liberty, to what purpoſe 1 18 his Teſtimony 
brought? 
To g0 ſomewhat. lower: Is it likely the 
Biſhop s caſuiſtry would indulge even the 
Doder s Jatitude, and come forward to his 
Plan of Reformation? That is, permit Pro- 
ſtitutes and Bawds to make their Character in 
rank Language; Atheiſts ſwear and blaſ- 
pheme, to let the Audience know what they 
are, and encourage the cutting of Throats, 
upon pretended Points of Honour? All this 
ſcandalous practice the Doctor pleads for, 


provided there is but Diſcipline at the end 
" || on't. But does this compaſs of Liberty a- 
* # 2ree with the Biſhop's Camel Or do we 


find. ſuch looſe Refalurions f in his Caſes of - 
Conſcience? No: He has given us no o- 
caſion to blaſt his Reputation in this manner, 
and draw ſuch a Blemiſh upon his Memory. 
The Doctor therefore will be obligd to 
qu uit his Hold, and look out farther. ? con- 
els, if he could. have carry'd off a Miter, 


and made the Prlprdefert to the Sta e, tho 
the Cauſe could not have been gain d, thers 


would have been ſomething of Exploit in it. 
The Doctor now. comes forward to the Fas 
thers, endeavours to. make their Teſtimony 


| inoffenſive, and turn off the Point of their Wires Il 


uy anke OW . 


a Age, f Ae * 


_ © Confidgtations: ; the firit of which is Urn Bite 
bo fromthe Character of the Perſons: And Mere the“ 


1 he very fairly tells us, They were all Mg offt 5, 
em 3 Learning, and extraortinaty $anBity. Ie b 
IH.  ——On-whomGod Aug bey, in Faovur, in Pic) pere 
=. - Wear to bis uiftreſs d Chur 17 prac 
{18 Fe down more than 0rdinaty Bleſſmg's, a g- wat 
1 _— er portion of bis Orace : Men in ſhort,” that I tba. 
= by a long and af Shah, and chnſtant ¶ and 
_ * practire of Piety, deſeroedly iir d tbemſp lues Do 
= above the common level of Mankind, and have Fat 
dur fince been bonourd and diftingutſsd by 1 
_— att ſatceeding Ages, at the Farbers' 1 "oe 
14 "HERS. - Lee . 

7. Now by this commiendation, which: 18 90 
—_ n than their due, one would think the 
Authority of the Fathers ſhould be flext to 
infallible: What may we not expect from the 
direction of ſuch Perſons? Where OR 
is improv d to the utmoſt, and oe) po io 
Uhren d from above? Where there's nd Mu- 
tiny of Paſſions, no Secular Intereſt, no over 


but 
ha 
E. 
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W. 
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of 
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1 balance of Pleaſure to miſlead the Judg- t 
ment ꝰ Who would imagine ſuch Men as cheſs n 
6 ſhould be ſo inſignificant, nay fo dangerous r 
—isiinthen Advice?” Does the odds of their Uni- || t 

$ derſtanding, and the impartiality of their 

3 Temper, diſable their Character, and niftke | 
= their word go for nothing? Are "they Blind- 
. 575 80 205 too much apo er WA | | 
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We and Senſe > Ti . 


« the:-Myſte: 
of it 18. we 
t, 


ieve the Doctor, and therefore 


ity Iperage of theſe antiquated Guides: For to 
4 1 up to their Maxims, as this Gentle- 
Iman continues, bd certainly do more hurt 
at than hes good, _ make perbaps fo ome- Atheiſts, 
"mt 


Dots 


have loſt their Force, and ſignifie nothing. 


alter d: Wh ds then ſhould we preſs for new 
Eiberty, a leſs in our circumſpection 


; 

- | to Practice, Principſts be govern d by Hu- 
5 | .mour, and the Laws give way in rtion 
1 degeneracy of 'the Times: H this is the 


true expedient, to what a miſerable declenſi- | 
on in Morals muſt we fink at laſt? The con- 
ſequence. of this Caſviftry 1 will a ſc with Y 
the Bible, and male the Apoſtles 3 


te a as thoſe of the Farhers. 


- en 
bY way A 5, 


y upon \ theſe Principles: : Let th | 


he mult have a care not to ſtand to the Um- 


I grant the Sun has riſen, and the Moon 
chang d a great many times ſinee the Fathers 
were Hving ; but for all that, Chriſtianity, 
and: Mankind, are juſt the ſame ſtill. Nei- 
ther the Malice of = Devil, the Puniſhment - 
of Vice, or the Rewards of Virtue, are a jot 


chan former A ay If the Rule muſt dend 


— 


o 
— 


pocrites h. To do the Kew, 
8 5 he gtants the Doctrine of the?:24%. 
Fathers, was feaſonable when they wrote; %. 
but now their preſcriptions, like old Drugs, 


* 


: N 7 5 5 85 7 TY 5 1 
Farkas That Fe Deſtruction of Hes. 300 
theniſin,: and the Reſpit from Perſecution, does fþ ' 
not alter the meaſure of Duty in this caſe, 

I have provyd' in my ſecond Defence of the 

Ke ig Sbort View i Nc. and thither I refer the Doctor. [© 
; In this Tra&, his third obſervable drawn from 
the Nature of thoſe Plays the Fathers wrote ¶ Vene 
" Defence\ againſt k, is likewiſe examin'd, and ſhewn |; n 
ep > '* unſerviceable to his purpole, a” 
5 His next effort is to encourage the Duels ſelf 
of the Stage, and keep Quarrels and mur-¶ 6«t 
' dem, thering i in Countenance l. Now in my O- I 
pinion, he ſhould have anſwer d my Reaſons | rh: 
er. le. againſt this Cuſtom m, before he had giyen I ® 
p.233, 284. it a Licence, and brought it within the Pri- 1. 
fence,p. 59, Vilege of his Reformation. 
__ nd now having done with the Dodor 81 
Book, I would gladly prevail with him to f 
conſider, that the Defence of the Pla Houſe r 

is an impracticable undertaking. Tis to no 1! 
purjpoſe to go about to rub out the colours of 
Virtue and Vice; Ribaldry and Profaneneſs 

= will ne're paſs undiſcover'd in a Chriſtian 
Country. The ſubje& is much too coarſe 
to be overcaſt with Sophiſtry and Diſtincti- 
ons: All attempts of this kind lie open to 
miſcarriage and diſappointment : For by en- 
deavouring to perplex the Cauſe, and dark- 
en the evidence of Truth, a Man is often- 
times ſmother d in his own Smoak, and raiſes 
a Muſt” to loſe himſelf i in. wh 
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Sore View of the Profaneneſs and Immorality of che 

A Engliſh Stage; with the ſenſe of Antiquity upon this 
Argument: 82. rice 3 5. 6 d. 

A e of che ſhort View of the Profaneneſs and Im- 


morality of the _—_ Stage, Cc. being a Reply to Mr. Con- 


89. price 18 d. 

A ſecond Defence of the ſhort View, &c. in Anſwer to 
2 Book, entituled, The Ancient and Modern Stages vindi- 
cated, 8e price 1 Sg 6d. 

The Emperor M. Antoninus his Converſation with him- 


ſelf ; together with the preliminary Diſcourſe of the Learned 


Gataker. As alſo the Emperor's Life, written by M. D'Acier, 
and ſupported by che Authorities collected by Dr. Stanhope. 
To wich is added, the Mythological Picture of Cebes the 
Tbeban. Tranſlated into Engliſh from their reſpective Ori- 
oinals, 8% price 3 . 
Eſſays upon ſeveral Moral Subjects; in Two Pars The 
Fifth Edition, 8e . price 55. 
A iſſuaſive from the Play-houſe ; ©; price. 3 d. 
Theſe ſix by the Rever Mr. Collier. 
Practical Diſcourſe concerning Swearing, eſpecially in the 
two Points of Perjury and common Smearing, 8% 
I's. 6 
The Principles of the Chriftian Religion, explain d i in a 
Brief Commentary on the Church Catechiſm, 8*. price 2 6. 
The Church of Rome no Guide in Matters of Faith, in anſwer 
to a re from a Nephew to his Uncle, conraining his Rea- 
ſons why he became a Roman Catholick, and why he now de- 
clines ay farther Diſputes about Matters of Religion. 8. 
ce 6d. 
Ls "Theſe 3, by Dr. Wake, Lord Biſhop if Lincoln. 
Pictetuss Morals, with Simplicius's Comment, done in- 
to Engliſh. The . Third Edition: With the Addition 


| | of rt Life of Epicletus, 89. price 8 5. 


* 


Parſons his Chriſtian Directory? being a. Treatiſe of Holy 
Reſolution, in Two Parts; purged from all Errors, and put 
— modern Engliſh. And now made publick for the Inſtru- 


| Rion of the Ignorant, Conviction of Unbelievers, Awakening 
and Reclaiming the Vicious, and for Confirming Religious der- 


ſons in their good Purpoſes, 8*. price 35s. 
The Chriſtian Pattern, or à Treatiſe of the. lmitation of 
ew N 1 85 in 16 * Witten N in Latin — 75 
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Tomas 2 Kempis. To which are edict Medirarſoas a ry 


 aflerced, againſt Jews, Infidels, and Hereticks ; in Sixteen Ser. 


K. Boyle, 40. price bound 9 5. 


ter by Chapter. By N. Spinbes, a Presbyter of the Church ot 


Communion. To which is added, a Brief Account of the 


our ſetves, both ar, and after it, c. Price 3d, or 20 6. per 100, : 


prizd in a ſhorr a 


chiſm. Adapred to the Underſtanding and Memory of 8 
meaneſt Capacity. Price 3 d. or 20 6. per 100. 


containing Diſeougſes upon ſuch Subjects as are thought moſt 


luaadle to ObjeRions. Robert Fenkin, late Fellow of * 
oo ON" in a A __ P "ET oY 


ers for Sick Perſans, in 89, with Cuts, price 3. And alſo in 
12®. price 25, Fo 
The Truth and Excellence of the Chriſtian Religion 


mons preach'd 3t the Cathedral Ehurch of St. Paul, in, the 
Years, 1701, 1702 being the Leftures founded by che Hon, 


A Faraphraſe and Commbent: upon the Fpiſtles and Go- 
ſpels, appointed to be uſed by the Church of England, on all 
Sundays and Holydays throughout the Year. Defigned to ex- 
cite Devotion, and promote the Knowledge and Practice of fin- 
cere Piety and Vertue; in Four Volumes. The iſt, 2d, and 
3d Volumes; already prifited; and the th in the Preſs, 

Theſe Five by Dr. Stanhope, Dean of Canterbury. 


HE Works of Flavins Foſephus, ted into Engliſh, 
Folio. 


Fables of Aſp, and other eminent Mythologiſts, with Mo- 
rals and Reflections. 80. 
Fables and Stories moralized; beſve a Second Pa t of the 
Fables of Æſop, and other eminent Mytho 2 a * * 
Twenty two ſelett Colloquies out of Eraſmus Atera 
mus; pleaſantly repreſenting ſeveral ſu ichn Levities that 
were crept into the Church of Rome in his Days. 8%. pr. 25. 6d. 
Gags s Viſions; the Ninth Edition, 89. price 2 5. 6 a 
T heſe Five by Sir Roger L Eſtrange. | 
4k E, Eſſay towards a Prapoſal for Catholick Communi- 
a 86. lately publiſhed by a (pretended) Miniſter of 
the Church of England; printed at large, and anſwered Chap- 


. 89, price 4 5. 
N Anſwer to l the Excuſes and Pretences that Nen 
ordinarily make for their not coming to the Holy 


End and Defign of the Holy/ /Communion; the obligation e 
receive it; the way to prepare for ir. And the Behaviour of 


Plain 2 5oe the Young and Ignorant; com- 


eaſie Expoſition of the Church Cate: -/ 


Theſe Two by the ſame Author. 

HE Reaſonabtenefs and Certainty of the Chriſtian Beli 5 
gion. In Two Volumes. The former eomprehending 
* was thought neceffiry for the Proof thereof. The latter 


